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Dear Parents,
VIA Bulletin – Self-Initiated VIA Programme Policy
The Values In Action (VIA) Programme in St. Margaret's Secondary School serves to
develop in our students a deep sense of care and concern for the community that we hope
will extend beyond their years in school. We would like to see our girls become good
citizens of the school, the nation and the global economy.
As the June holidays are here, students may choose to take the initiative to serve the
community during this break. VIA projects generally aim to promote active participation
and meaningful contribution to the community within and outside the school. For selfinitiated VIA projects, commitment to the activities and continual involvement for at least
one month are essential for the school to recognise them as self-initiated VIA projects.

Teaching and Learning

Self-initiated VIA projects that students embark on should be in line with the school rules
and national policies. For more details, please refer to the Students’ Handbook.
At the beginning of the year, students were briefed on the school's protocol for such selfinitiated projects. As the holidays approach, we would like to inform parents of this protocol
and remind students to adhere to the following for self-initiated VIA projects:

Student
All-Round Development

1. Students will need to submit an application form* to the school to seek approval
for the project at least 10 weeks before the commencement of the proposed
project date. The review process will take approximately one week.
Staff Well-being

2. Students will embark on the proposed VIA project only upon approval from the
relevant school authorities. If the VIA project is rejected, students should not
embark on the project and may choose to submit a new proposal instead, after
consulting the relevant teachers in-charge.
*All forms are obtainable in the General Office.

Outstanding Development
Award for
Character Development

Students can volunteer directly for a cause or organisation they are passionate about.
Students may also approach the School’s VIA partners for volunteering opportunities:







Econ Health and Wellness Centre (Bishan)
North West Community Development Council (Reduce @ North West, North West
Care & Repair Programme)
St Andrew’s Community Hospital
St Luke’s Eldercare (Bukit Timah Centre & Clementi Centre)
Tray Return Initiative with National Environment Agency
Xin Yuan Community Care

Outstanding Development
Award for
National Education

Please see the page overleaf for examples of meaningful VIA activities our girls have
organized this year. If there are any queries, you may write to Ms Kwang Wan Yi at
kwang_wan_yi@moe.edu.sg.
Yours sincerely,
Mdm Lee Lin Yee
Principal

Partners (Merit)

From January to April 2015, various groups of Sec 4 & 5 students planned projects and organised
outings for groups of senior citizens. Students identified the challenges facing specific groups
within the community and planned activities to improve their emotional and physical well-being.
Such projects enhance the inculcation and internalisation of positive values such as empathy and
the spirit of caring. It also builds students’ confidence, especially in communicating with other
people.
The excursions included visits to various farms, museums as well as participation in a prawning
activity. To defray the cost of the activities, the students embarked on self-initiated fund-raising
activities.

Secondary 4/4 students with senior citizens from Econ Health & Wellness Centre (Bishan) at
National Museum of Singapore.

Secondary 4/9 with St Luke’s Eldercare (Bukit Timah) members at the Gardens by the Bay.

To share the festive cheer during the Lunar New Year Celebrations, the Secondary 3 students
packed goodies donated by corporate sponsors to distribute to needy households. The project
reminded the students of the joy of giving. This initiative was organised by the North West
Community Development Council under the project WeCare @ North West - Service Weeks (Ulu
Pandan).

Secondary 3 students packing Chinese New Year goodie bags.

Secondary 3 students transporting Chinese New Year goodie bags for distribution.

St Margaret’s Secondary School also partnered National Environment Agency (NEA) in the Tray
Return project. This project aims to develop a stronger sense of social awareness, individual
responsibility and active citizenry amongst students. Through the project, students learnt to do their
part to advocate social graciousness and public cleanliness.

Secondary 2/1 at Empress Road Hawker Centre singing a jingle to encourage patrons to return
their trays.

Secondary 2/2 students at Bukit
Timah Hawker Centre encouraging
patrons to return their trays after
their meals. Students also invited
patrons to pen down their
appreciation at that cleaners of the
hawker centre.

Students took part in Reduce@North West, an initiative by the North West Community
Development Councils and National Environment Agency. This aims to encourage residents living
in the North West District to conserve energy home and reduce energy consumption on a sustained
basis.

Sec 1/5 students speaking to residents about reducing energy consumption.

A resident pledging to a 6-month
Energy Audit Challenge. City
Developments Limited will make a
$10 donation to subsidise utility bill
for every family which signs up.

